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Vertebrate Paleontology Section
Telephone: (213) 763-3325

Fax: (213) 746-7431
e-mail: smcleod@nhm.org

29 August 2014

Environmental Science Associates
550 West C Street, Suite 750
San Diego, CA   92101

Attn: Michael Vader, Cultural Resources

re: Paleontological resources for the proposed Wildomar Westpark Promenade Project, ESA
Project # 130266.01, in the City of Wildomar, Riverside County, project area

Dear Michael:

I have thoroughly searched our paleontology collection records for the locality and
specimen data for the proposed Wildomar Westpark Promenade Project, ESA Project #
130266.01, in the City of Wildomar, Riverside County, project area as outlined on the portion of
the Murrieta USGS topographic quadrangle map that you sent to me via e-mail on 19 August
2014.  We do not have any vertebrate fossil localities that lie directly within the proposed project
boundaries, but we do have localities nearby from the same deposits that occur in the proposed
project area.

The entire proposed project area has exposures of the terrestrial Plio-Pleistocene Pauba
Formation.  Our closest fossil vertebrate localities to the proposed project area from the Pauba
Formation are LACM 5447, 5891 and 5892.  These localities are all southeast of the proposed
project area east of the Temecula Valley Freeway (I-15) around Winchester Road (Route 79). 
Locality LACM 5447 is situated along Ynez Road north of Winchester Road and Santa Gertrudis
Creek.  LACM 5891 and 5892 are situated along Margarita Road south of Winchester Road and
Santa Gertrudis Creek.  All three localities produced specimens of fossil horses, Equidae.

Further southeast of the proposed project area but still in the Pauba Formation we have
several vertebrate fossil localities.  Southeast of the proposed project area in Temecula east of the



Temecula Valley Freeway (I-15), west of Ynez Road, between Long Valley Road and Santiago
Road, locality LACM 5789 produced more specimens of fossil horse, Equus.  Farther southeast
south of Long Canyon, locality LACM 5904 produced specimens of fossil rabbit, Leporidae and
fossil pocket gopher, Thomomys.  More fossil horse, Equus, material was recovered from the
Pauba Formation locality LACM 5893, in the hills between the confluence of the Temecula and
Pauba Valleys east of the Temecula Valley Freeway (I-15).

Any substantial excavations in the proposed project area may well encounter significant
vertebrate fossils from the Pauba Formation deposits, and thus should be monitored closely to
quickly and professionally recover any fossil remains discovered while not impeding
development.  It should be noted, however, that in the Pauba Formation many of the vertebrate
fossils are relatively small and would be missed during typical paleontological monitoring. 
Sediment samples from any excavations in the Pauba Formation should be collected and
processed to assess their small vertebrate fossil potential.  Any fossils recovered during
mitigation should be deposited in an accredited and permanent scientific institution for the
benefit of current and future generations.

This records search covers only the vertebrate paleontology records of the Natural History
Museum of Los Angeles County.  It is not intended to be a thorough paleontological survey of
the proposed project area covering other institutional records, a literature survey, or any potential
on-site survey.

Sincerely,

Samuel A. McLeod, Ph.D.
Vertebrate Paleontology

enclosure: invoice
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